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Nowhere in the Scriptures is the ascension of Jesus into heaven 

presented as an isolated episode.  It is a part of the mystery, a 

fact concerning the person and mission of the Son of God. 

As the mystery of God and his Anointed one, this fact concerns 

all people, pointing them to their salvation.  We accept that, at 

least on some level, but the Ascension of Jesus into heaven 

happened so long ago that we can easily fall prey to an partial 

understanding of the place of the ascension in the overall work 

of salvation. 

The Church’s art might have a role in all that.  No painting, no 

sculpture, no piece of music can do justice to the mystery of 

God.  We get partial attempts that highlight one aspect of the 

mystery or another.   

And when it comes to the ascension of the Lord into heaven, the 

imagery involved quickly comes to rest on the result of the 

ascension rather than the actual movement.  The result is that 

Jesus ascends to the throne of God, where he remains to this 

day.   

We can follow that lead and forget the part of the story that does 

not seem to apply to us.  We hear in today’s first reading the 

proclamation of the two men dressed in white garments who 

proclaim, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing there looking 

at the sky?  This Jesus who has been taken up from you into 

heaven will return in the same way as you have seen him going 

into heaven.” 

We might not say it out loud, but we might think to ourselves, 

“Not in my lifetime.”  And when that happens, there’s a shift.  

There’s a greater temptation to consider our salvation on the 



basis of our own individual histories and web of relationships.  

There is still an encounter with Jesus, the Lord of Glory, but it is 

shorn of its universal, all-encompassing character.  When Jesus 

comes in glory, salvation will be complete.  The promised new 

heavens and new earth will be fully realized. 

But from the perspective of our expectations that this all will not 

happen in our lifetimes, salvation becomes more like a day at the 

bureau of motor vehicles.  We take a number.  And when our 

number is called, we go before the judgment seat of God and 

hope that it turns out well. 

We assume that there are people in line after us, and may even 

leave room for the idea that, eventually, everyone’s number will 

be called.  But, on the whole, heaven is something we enter one 

at a time. 

Unforeseen consequences make themselves felt in this sort of 

scenario.  For one thing, the universality of salvation takes a 

back seat to the salvation of individuals.  And that can lead to us 

thinking that some aspects of creation are just not pertinent.  We 

don’t look forward to a new heavens and a new earth as much as 

we look forward to our own individual fate and so end up being 

less inclined to include things like the created world, and people 

like our brothers and sisters in far off places, living under vastly 

different circumstances in how we look at things as a whole. 

When we keep in our consciousness Jesus’ return in glory as the 

next step in the process it helps keep the whole scope of 

salvation in view and the fact that God is not willing to lose 

anything or anyone he was created. 
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That changes our mission.  It moves us out of the realm of our 

individual salvation and that of other individuals who also are 

holding a number, and embraces a much more profound action 

on the part of God—one that deserves our praise and glory, and 

witness. 

Next Sunday we celebrate a key feature of that action, the 

pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples and on all of 

creation.  It’s in the communion of that Holy Spirit that we give 

authentic witness, one that comes closest to the plan of God 

which started before all time:  creation, that which is not God, 

would be drawn into the very life of God the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit. 

Nothing less will do.  Every other option for salvation leaves 

something unfinished, unattended to.  That’s not God’s way.  He 

will be all in all. 


